
CHUTE AND CHUTE FOREST

PARISH COUNCILS

MINUTES OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Held In Chute Village Hall on Thursday April 19th 2012 at 7.30pm

Present:
Mr R Cherrington (Chairman Chute Forest), Mr E Quirk (Chairman Chute)

Mrs C Wall (Clerk), Mr C Howard (Wiltshire Councillor), Mr D Close (Parish Councillor CFPC), Mr D Pike (Parish Councillor CFPC). Mrs Judy Woods (Parish Councillor CFPC) Mr G Hooper (Link Scheme) Mr M Sykes (Chute Relief in need) PC Michael Bayliss (Wiltshire Police) Mr D Brown, Mrs A Holroyd, Mrs A Cherrington, and Mr and Mrs D Bament

Cllr Cherrington, Chairman of Chute Forest Parish Council, chaired the meeting.

ITEM 1: Apologies: Apologies were received from  Cllr T Harker (CPC), Cllr J Sykes (CPC), Cllr B Caddick (CPC), Chris Stock (Chute Chronicle, Chute Website and King George Field)

The chairman opened the meeting at 7.30pm by welcoming everyone and explained the purpose of having a combined meeting and that a short report would be given on the previous year followed by a report from various departments within the community.

Item 2:
Minutes of the last Annual Meetings

The minutes from 20010/11 were taken as read and signed by both Chairman’s

Item 3:
Matters arising

No matters arising

Item 4:
Chairman's report – Chute and Chute Forest

Chute Forest 

Cllr Cherrington advised that 2011/12 was a very quiet year with no issues or problems. Additional grit was received from Wiltshire CC in the event of bad weather and asked the clerk to send a letter of thanks to Mr and Mrs Thistlewait of Chute Lodge Farmhouse for storing the grit. 

The Village green has been kept trimmed by Gordon White, and a letter of thanks again to be raised by the Clerk.

Ten planning applications have been received with only one contentious major application that was refused and subsequently refused by Wiltshire Planning Department.

The main changes are that the council lost Margaret Winterbourne, who proved to be an excellent Clerk. Margaret resigned through pressure of her main employment.  The new clerk Carolyn Wall has council experience and lives in the village.

Thank you also to Ros Robinson for neighbourhood watch role and to Charles Howard, who supports the council extremely well.

Judy Woods was welcomed to the council and is co-opted until 2013.

 Also thank you to my fellow council members, which works very well and are hardworking and makes it a pleasure to be the chairman. 

Rowan Cherrington

Chairman Chute Forest Parish Council

Chute Parish Council

Cllr Quirk confirmed that a combined Parish meeting was an excellent idea. Again 2011/12 proved to be a quiet year.

 Thirty-Two planning applications were received which is a 120% increase over the previous year. Wiltshire Council Planning Department echoed the Parish Councils views with only one planning objection.

Thanks were given to Michelle Taylor and Jim Haines who were co-opted and to fellow councillors and clerk

Cllr Quirk confirmed that there would be no rise in the parish precept, which remains the same.

He acknowledged the passing away of Jane Nicholson and Doug Hurst who both played very active roles in village life.

Eddie Quirk

Chairman Chute Parish Council

ITEM 5: Presentation of accounts- Chute Forest

The Clerk presented un-audited accounts for the year 2011/2012 which showed






Previous

Current

Opening Balance


£2193.70

£1295.60

Income



£2278.48

£2658.23

Expenditure



£3176.58

£2662.64

Closing Balance


£1295.60

£1291.19

Both villages support the playing field insurance, which takes a large proportion of the Precept

There were no questions

The accounts for Chute will not be available until audited in May

Item 6:
Planning

This was covered in the Chairman’s Report

Item 7:
Footpaths 

 Footpath Five has now been sown with rape so is unwalkable and the footpath cannot be seen. Clerk to raise this with the landowner.

Item 8:
Roads

Chris Clark from Wiltshire Highways was detained and unable to attend the meeting.

The following note was received from the Parish Steward:

“We are carrying out treatments to a few roads this year in the Chutes. They are Biddesden Road and Dummer Lane. We have also put Conholt Lane in for another form of treatment. However we do not know at this stage how extensive this will be. Once I have further details I will let you know.
I will be looking around soon for the following years sites and I have already noted a few such as Forest Lane,Hookwood Lane and Malthouse lane which are probably suitable for surface dressing in the next year. It will all though be down to budgets at the end of the day as to what gets treated”.

Comments that followed were as follows:

The Causeway at the end of Chantry Lane is in very poor condition.

A large Pothole by Thicket Cottage on Malthouse Lane

Anchors Lane in very poor state.

Dumping on Causeway, square metre of laminated glass by Chantry and Limmer

Breezeblocks have been dumped on the roadside road to Chute Forest.

Finger post falling out by Tangley bottom

Ladies Lawn double bend, white lines have faded, needs relining

Item 9:
King George ‘s Field
Mr Chris Stock sent the following report:

King George’s Field

The Cricket and Football Clubs continue to make good use of the field, however the Touch Rugby Club has struggled to get adequate numbers, and it is increasingly unlikely that they will continue using the field, or indeed playing at all. The Fete continues to be a big supporter of the field, and considerable use continues to be made by members of the public, whether for informal games, the play area, golf practice, or pre-arranged rounders / family type activities.

All three sports clubs, the Fete Committee and the general public have been fulsome in their praise of the quality of the facility and the way in which it has been maintained.

The 2011/12-year has seen much activity as follows:

· We acquired a used Allen National ride on mower, which after some initial age related teething problems, in now providing excellent service. While not ideal to cut the entire field, its 68” cutting width does at least mean that it is possible to do so while being small enough to get around the play area. 

· Extensive repair work was undertaken to the goal posts, which duly prompted further work to be undertaken realigning and correctly resizing the football pitch.

· Work to the trees around the field, particularly on the road side to the field, continues to be required and undertaken; sadly, many of the trees are beginning to near the end of their shelf life, and we now expect at least one coming down a year; while age is a major contributing factor, excessive ivy growth, much of which has now been cut, has also been a factor. 

· Work also continues to remove the hawthorns around the field which may be environmentally beneficial, but are also rather problematic and dangerous in maintaining a sports facility.

· Optimistically, an application for Jubilee funded trees has been submitted.

· The pavilion loft space has been insulated to a very high specification, and we are grateful to Eddie Quirk for his assistance with this. 

· Power has been laid onto the container (courtesy of the Cricket Club), which has immediately made a considerable difference in undertaking maintenance work.

· Substantial maintenance has been undertaken to the (pre 1969) Ransome gang mowers, an activity which will be on-going for the foreseeable future while we continue trying to postpone buying a replacement (the cost of which may well exceed £12,000). Over £1,000 was spent in equipment maintenance in 2011/12; we do not envisage this cost reducing in the immediate future.

· Work is about to start on fencing off the play area, preventing dog entry and fowling.

We are grateful to Tim Harker for his welding expertise on a number of issues.

The one failure this year has not being able to devise, agree or implement a sound financial model, and we continue to be reliant on the sport clubs, the fete, project based grant funding and one very generous donation (in 2011/12) to survive. The annual accounts will be published shortly and should show a small annual surplus which is remarkable in view of the work undertaken, but has been helped by the very mild winter. However, we remain substantially exposed to the financial viability of the two remaining sports clubs, as well as the success and generosity of the Fete.

In my view, there are a number of things we need to do to alleviate the problem:

· The Sports clubs need to continue having their rates increased year by year, as has happened recently.

· We need to continue imploring the Fete Committee to be generous.

· We need to continue being imaginative in the sourcing of grant funding, but this is likely to dry up, indeed we have already been told not to apply to TCAB in 2012/13.

· There should be a precept applied by the two Councils to help fund this much used and ‘free to access’ public asset that remains owned by them, albeit subject to limitations of use.

I appreciate that this last item is emotional and sensitive, but to put it in perspective, if all 198 households in Chute & Chute Forest (according to the 2001 census) were to pay just 20p per week, that would provide the Playing Fields with over £2,000 per annum and allow us to make real progress; blaming discussions as to whether this should be a 50/50 split between the two councils, or a 1/3 and 2/3 split are frankly irrelevant, the charge should be applied per household. 

Furthermore, and by way of comparison, Purton Parish Council (the smallest town or parish council for which figures are readily available) allocated 16% of their 2011/12 precept to expenditure on ‘Play areas’. 

Grant funding is unlikely in 2012/13, so we will be dependent upon the very small margin made from the sports clubs and the generosity of the Fete for our financial survival – that is not a sustainable position if the community want to continue being able to enjoy a well maintained playing field.

As a committee, I would assure you that we will continue to do everything we possibly can to maintain and develop the King George’s Field, for the benefit of the community as a whole.

Chris Stock
Chairman, KGF Management Committee

Item 10:
Village Hall report 

Mrs Carolyn Wall presented the following report:

ACTIVITIES AND FUND RAISING
Overall the hall had a successful year in terms of income, our income from hiring was £4422.75 which was a small increase of £120 over the previous year. Events held by the hall raised a profit of £4000 which again was an increase of £100 over 2010/11.  The total income raised was £11,000

.

The cost of hiring the hall was not increased during 2011, but a small increase is currently being implemented to cover the increased cost of heat, light and power, as it is important that hall can support itself on a monthly basis.

The overall cost of running the hall during the last twelve months was £5855 with cost savings made where possible.

Our reserves still remain reasonably high at £16,325 to allow further improvements during 2011/12, as the hall remains a high maintenance building. 

There are no significant fire or safety incidents to report.

A Fire Certificate has been awarded.

The Trustees wish to express their appreciation to the Parish Council, Chute Forest Parish Council and The Fete Committee for their generous donations, which are received with grateful thanks.

On behalf of the Committee, I would like to record my appreciation of all who have contributed in any way to the success of the hall as a village amenity during the past year. I would also like to thank Dorothy Stock for the role of Booking Secretary and the handing out of keys.

Finally, I would like to pass on my sincere thanks to my fellow committee members for their support and hard work over the past year.

Carolyn Wall

Chairman Chute Village Hall

Mrs Wall asked for questions

Both Michael Sykes and David Brown gave thanks to the Village Hall Committee for the excellent way in which the hall was managed.

Item 11:
Reports from invited guests and representatives: Which may include Wiltshire County Councillor, Chute Forest Parish Council, Wiltshire Constabulary, Wiltshire County Rights of Way, Wiltshire County Highways, Chute Relief in Need, Chute Chronicle & Website, KGF Management Committee, Chute Villages Emergency Planning, and Collingbourne, Chute and Everleigh Link Good Neighbour Scheme.  

11.1
Charles Howard County Councillor for Wiltshire Council
General County Matters.

The past year has been one of good progress in many ways, of which I will mention just some:

· Council tax increase frozen for another year.

· Radical changes to the way that the Council works, with massive savings in running costs through efficiencies achieved following the creation of Wiltshire Council from the previous County and District Councils.

· Additional funding for road repairs and improvements.

· The new recycling arrangements have been rolled out, to include collection of plastic and cardboard.

· Unlike some other neighbouring councils, we have maintained all our public libraries and leisure facilities.

Looking ahead to the coming year, residents of Wiltshire can look forward to the following improvements:

· Additional spending of over £13 million on care for elderly and vulnerable people.

· Over £40 million to provide new affordable homes, £35 million to open new community campuses to bring services to people locally, and over £18 million to improve and repair our roads.

· Allocation of major resources to creating and safeguarding jobs in Wiltshire. 

· Implementation of the programme to improve broadband speeds in the County.

Local Matters.

 I have been involved in a variety of issues in the parishes of Chute and Chute Forest during the past year including planning applications, road gritting and street lighting. I remain available and happy to assist members of the parishes with any appropriate problems that they have.

Personal.

I spend a great deal of time working on Wiltshire Council committees which, although they may appear of little obvious direct benefit or interest to those who live in the Chutes, they are important because they affect some of the services that the County provides. I am a member of the following committees:

The Eastern Area Planning Committee, of which I am the chairman, sits at Devizes and decides on planning applications that are brought before it by members or planning officers. I am also a member of the Wiltshire Council Strategic Planning Committee which considers applications for major developments

The Wiltshire Pension Fund, of which I am the vice-chairman, is responsible for the provision of pensions to the staff of the Council and many associated bodies. It has a fund of about £1.2 billion and the committee members decide on investment policy in conjunction with the fund’s advisers and officers. This is a little heard of but important committee because the pension contributions are paid by both the scheme members and the Council, and the amount payable basically depends on the success or otherwise of the fund’s investments.

The Overview and Scrutiny, Organisation and Resources which examines and comments on policy decisions made by the Cabinet of the Council.

And finally, I am one of the three members of the Tidworth Area Board.

I look forward to continuing to work with you in the coming year.

Charles Howard,                                                                                              

Wiltshire Councillor for the Collingbournes and Netheravon Division.
Councillor Howard then asked for any questions:

David Brown asked what happened to the waste from Salisbury and Andover?

Cllr Howard stated that it was collected in bulk and taken to Calne where loaded and taken to Lakeside near Reading and disposed off to generate electricity. Not all household waste is useable. A project is underway at looking at building a power generating plant at Westbury.  

We need to get recycling up so we do not pay landfill tax. The current rate is over 40%

David Brown also asked for clarification on the recycling of plastics, as this is not

 Clear.  Plastic containers that say recyclable are not shown on the Wiltshire list which is confusing.

Most people are willing to sort plastics so further clarification and a leaflet required.

David Brown also asked for clarification on street lamps, which were proposed to switch off from 12am – 5am. Cllr Howard explained that a trial was carried out and the outcome was the cost of installing new equipment which would not pay back for years. The understanding was that the capital cost was too large.

The offer was made before any groundwork done or money allocated. The question was what happened to the £3500 allocated to the project

11.2 Police Report:

WPSO Maria Downham:

WPSO  Downham introduced Aaron Heath who has joined the force as a CPSO supporting Wellington Academy and the rural areas

The annual Police report is as follows:

Chute/Chute Forest
                                                  2010-2011                2011-2012

 

Burglary                                         2                                 5

Crime/vilolence                              0                                3

Theft                                              5                                 2

ASB                                               0                                 4

 

Tidworth area

 

                                               2010-2011             2011-2012               Change

 

Vilolece against a person            193 
                     164

                                                       

Dwelling Burglary                        15                              17                                

Criminal Damge                           148                            127                

Non Dwelling Burglary                  
41                            51                                      

Theft from Motor Vehicle               
37                  0           

Theft of Motor Vehicle                   
18                  10            

Total Crime                                    
661                 612                

Total ASB                                        683                827                          

WPSO asked for questions

David Brown asked how the area compared with a similar size. WPSO Downham

replied that Wiltshire is the safest area to live in with a Low crime rate.

This may be because we have lower levels of deprivation in the county.

David Brown noted that we are in the catchment area for Wellington academy. And requested why a 30mph speed limit had been turned down on Tidworth Road in front of the Academy. A three car accident took place the previous day which had this happened at 3pm, could of resulted in fatalities and that speed calming measures need to put in place and can this be re- visited. Cllr Howard responded that the Cabinet member for highways would not change speed limited due to low level of accidents.

An update was requested on Heating Oil theft

 Ludgershall has some instances of oil being stolen recently. Professional thieves are arriving in oil tankers where neighbours think oil is being delivered rather than pumped out.

11.3: Link Scheme

Mr Gerry Hooper 

CC&E LINK Scheme Report to Chute and Chute Forest Joint Annual Meeting 19th April 2012

Firstly, I would like to introduce myself as the new Chairman of our LINK Scheme, following the resignation at our AGM of Basil Frost, who had done a magnificent job over the past 5 years in running the original Scheme, and overseeing the expansion to include Chute.  I can report that we had another successful year in 2011, with the number of tasks increasing from the previous year.  Our Treasurer has been successful too in gaining donations to fund the Scheme, with major donations coming from Friends of Savernake Hospital, the Ducis and Everleigh Village Show, and the Concessionary Fares Scheme.  We do, of course, collect voluntary donations that our clients wish to give us and this income, together with the generous grants, helps to cover the Scheme costs.  Our main item of expenditure is reimbursement of our volunteer expenses; mileage costs are repaid at 40p per mile.

We travelled a total of 5,748 miles during the year, we had 29 volunteers, and our drivers spent 512 hours of their own time in helping our clients.  A total of 343 hours was also racked up by our Co-ordinators and other Committee Members in running the Scheme.

Hospital Journeys



=
89

Dentist Journeys



=
15

GP Surgery Journeys



=
90

Other Non-Health-Related Journeys              =
 96

Non-Driving Tasks



=
23

We have 6 Volunteer Drivers covering Chute and Chute Forest, and new volunteers are always welcome.  It is not an onerous job, it is an opportunity to help your neighbours, and I generally find that our valuable volunteers get even more out of it than they put in..  New volunteers can contact any committee member, especially our Chute member, Virginia Chambers.

Those who read the magazine ‘Wiltshire Life’ will know that the LINK Schemes in Wiltshire won the award as the Community Groups of the year, in bringing outstanding help to our communities.  There was some strong competition in this category so we were very pleased for our contributions to have been recognised in this way.

I would like to stress that LINK Schemes are here to help our neighbours in whichever way we can, and not just taking them to the doctors.  We can also help with shopping, or with transport to take our clients to do their own shopping.  We visit people who are lonely or who need befriending, we collect prescriptions, we are generally happy to help our neighbours wherever we can.

G S Hooper

Chairman

Collingbournes, Chute and Everleigh LINK Scheme

Mr Hooper asked for any questions:

Rowan Cherrington updated that he was resigning from the as a volunteer driver as, not called for in the last 18 months. 

11.4 Chute Charities:

Mr Michael Sykes presented the following report:

Chute Relief in Need.

The charity has slowly build up capital of £1340 of which 25% can be spent on one project, which can be anything if insufficient money to cover it.

The criteria was formally for blankets and coal, with the last request in 1979 

No requests have been received in the last twelve months.

Michael Sykes

Chairman Chute Relief in Need

11.5  Chute Website

www.thechutes.org.uk 

Mr Chris Stock sent the following report:

Since its inception just a few years ago, the village web site has received 225,000 hits, which is quite remarkable for such a small community project.

We continue to make every effort possible to keep it up-to-date, relevant and interesting, however are very much dependent upon contributions and help from the community as a whole. Neither Simon Falla nor I have the time (or the inclination?) to attend every committee meeting to find out what is going on, so we would ask that Club and Organisation Secretaries do keep us informed; we will then do our very best to ensure your club or organisation is accurately reflected on the site.

It should also be pointed out that while we remain keen to do what we can, neither Simon nor myself are computer experts, and are restricted in the available time we have to do all we would like to maintain and develop the site. If anyone has any web site knowledge and would like to get involved, then please do contract one of us; we would welcome the help. Or if you would like to get involved and develop web site skills – neither of us had any at the outset – then again, please get in touch.

Chris Stock

www.thechutes.org
11.6 Chute Chronicle
Mr Chris Stock sent the following report:

Chute Chronicle

The major issue facing the Chronicle in recent years had been the losses of £313 in 2009 and £83 in 2008. In 2010, these losses were converted into a profit of £397, which fell in 2011 to a profit of just £197. Determined to avoid falling back into losses, and while the objective remains to at least break even, subscription and advertising rates have been increased marginally for 2012/2013.

Otherwise the editorial team continue to do the best we can; sadly we have lost Emma Hawkins and Simon Falla from the team, but Lisa Jackson and myself recently welcomed Janna Purdie. We would however welcome an additional editor to share in this most rewarding of tasks, and would be keen to discuss this with anyone who’s interested.

With the invaluable support of our steadfast distribution team led by Virginia Chambers, we continue to get the magazine delivered to the majority of houses before the 1st of each month. Hopefully it continues to be a useful source of information on all that’s happening in the Chutes.

Thanks are due to not only the rest of the editorial team, but also to all distributors, advertisers and contributors – without whose support the Chronicle would not be viable and would no longer be the best selling publication in the Chutes.

Chris Stock

11.7 Chute Emergency
Mr Barry Caddick sent the following report:

CHUTE CEV REPORT 2011/2012
Thank you for the opportunity to make my annual report to the Parishes.

During the year there have not been any incidents to report.

There are two possible areas for concern in the next few months-

1.-
The Olympics

The main concern by the authorities is the risk of a possible pandemic introduced by visitors from overseas. A small risk for the Chutes , but you have been warned!!!

 2.
 Tanker fuel drivers strike

Several issues with the larger ones , eg refuse collections , being handled by Wiltshire CC.

Our main concern should be the vulnerable within our communities and should the strike become a reality I would be prepared to assist with information as to the possible help available.

Barry Caddick

Chute CEV
Item 12:
A.O.B.

No other business was requested.

Cllr Eddy Quirk commented that the joint meeting was a success and thanked everyone for attending.

He noted that he would chair the meeting in 2013.

Their being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 20.45

Carolyn Wall

Clerk to Chute and Chute Forest Parish Councils

April 22nd 2012
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